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SOYIED PLAPTEATICT IRTO HOTH ATLANTIC -ATdL

The receai damdge to five Amerioap-gmed trass-Atlaniic cables 7Y i
Bewfoundland, and the boarding of a 3oviel fishing travic- Ly the U J. Jav
ir the victnity of the cable breake Nighlighte the growlag coneern o0 the
U.S, Government over increace’ Sovies "fishing activitiee” in the 3otk
Atlsatic.

The cable interruption:, which oecarred within e M-alle aren oud
160-195 alles eost of Cape ‘kuavists, lewfoundland, un the edge of ¢
continentsl shelf, led to wi immedinte alert within the U.d. milite
esteblishaent, It bas been a lung-wtaiding asswmption that ia the went
of hostilities the T33R wouid meke an carly effort %o dicrapt csbie and
radio communications botveen i United Diates sad its Iuropeas MATD allles,

Phere is a5 dovbt bt shat Joviet trawlers are eagaced la bone Mitc
large-seale Tishing, but ihe sllitary and intelligence velue of thw i
activities eannot be overlooked., In 13 estimated that there are auirentl)
more than 2,000 Soviet ships -- Sravlers, tankers, mother skips, {1sh
factorics, reefere, asl vhale cstechers - in the oceangeling flast, s
enahling the USSR to eypand its fishing notivities on s wrldwlie Yasls.

A mumber of these ships car be casily converted to military use, " dewcides
age, Soviet fighing efforts were linited princlpally v ol Berent: les

area and to normal ccastal oporaticng.  oee Yorld War TI, Sowlelt aud
Satellite shipbuilding productd s bas beso sugsented by awchacss o
vestern shipymrds -- Fnlend, Pelgium, Goout Britaln, asl partl auYorly.

Vest Oormasy. Decsat roports iadicate $hat the new Sovie” Seven ¥ oar Tla
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(1959-1965) puts eontimed cgphesis on sbip ccngtruction for $ts raplily

growing fishing feet.
s of the Sovict Flahing fleet to the UBER as a sowre of

food should not be upderestimeted. TFlab provides slightly more than et b

of the saimal protein conswasd by the Joviets and provides a valuable export
1tem, Turing 1977 & yecord fishirg esteh of over 3 milllcr Yona enpbied tha
Soviet Unlon to smupass the U.8.

the gencrel pettern of Soviet penetiatlon into global flahiag weers has
been grafunlly unfolding durisg e past scvergl yoars. In the early 1F0e
the USSR began cxpending it activitics oy soving into the Ycéland-Provees

rishing growsds, Isgge cowentogilons af Deviet fishing boets, ofter wmefberiog
‘ae mny a5 300 to 40, heve been dboervel in the trisngie voughly fomed by the

Jan Meyen Island, Icelend, and abo Shetland Telands inciudlng the Faorots.
e trisagular sres le never vedd of Scvist fishermen. Sapmy contedratios
of the flshing fleet sppoar in the ponther: tip during the winter moths aa’
geadually werk thedr way noptoard in the mamer. Sovict merations 1n this
ares 1ic sstride and protect the stmteple route o the Papayts fea, AL tho
same tize, the existing Sovict fishing patterns wull makc a bostlle move o1
their part difficult to detect.

Tn line with Soviet varldsAce fishing expansion — off the weat coast of
Africa, the Aleutians, the Borid Pacifiz, and in the south Sentral Tscific --
the USSR during the past few years bas been engsged in flabing estivitles in
Atlentic mters afjacent o Nerth America. Since 1986, o pmrtiouler. the
Soviet Unlon hoo been cavrylag cut extensive Tishing opesations in the Grand
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Banks off Bewfoundland and the jlemish Cep areas.” Here, cod, halisus,
redfish, and other types are processed, frogen, and prepered aboscd the 18r7g:
travlers wntil & full load is oltained before returning to the UBSE, At
leest a dozen or more Soviet ishing ships dave been observed in th: Flemiush
Cap area on a continulag basis. The Undted States, Canada, tie Unlied Xingdya,
France, Bpain, and Portugal alsc operste fishing fleets in the Cran! Banks
region.

In terms of Sorth Americen defense, the stretch of the North A.dantic
along the sea lines of campmnicetion betwoen Newfourdland and Burep is the
most sensltive ocean arva o the globe., It is for *his ronson thet the
Soviet fivet of radar~cquipred fishing travlers cruieing regulsrly off the
Forth Americas coast in the Grani Benks a-ea presents e contiruing ;roblen
for U.S.-Canadian continental de’enses. Although the Soviete frequent the
Grand Benks because it is richly stocked in Iish, the large assortm ns of
electronic cquipment, including sonic fishefinding gear, carried by e
Soviet trewlers osems move theo wsufficiont Tor moder: fisklag purpot ui.
Boviet fishing ships frequently have becn obparved i waters the: aroc
cansidered too decp for Pighing. During; the recent Internationa) Gesphysieal
Yoar (I0Y), Boviet ships coutributed to research on the veeaa's iloc: near sh:
coast of Canads. Besides fishing inforuetion, this resssreh undoubt Ly teok
the form of collecting data relating to bottom contowrs, deptha, sal inity,
currents, and water temperature, all of which have a defialte gppliction %o
submarine operations. Tils las glven rise to the speculation thet tw Sovi-t

* The Flemleh Cop 1s a amall baak located at spproxtmatel; L%, 47,
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fishing fieot iz maintainiasg nenistant swveillance of .3, »perirent: in
wadermtesy rader and tomar devicsr, particularly in tle ficll of natd
sumnrin: sarfare. In sidttom “he Coviets are probomydr soaltoariss
commndeniicns of Atlmntic Baorie olveradt and pledey okizs.

It is significant that thw Soviet Ualom bas asslgned 2o 4te nsf wprordirg
fighing fleet e task of obtalrd g Tvirsgaphdc and ccesnoprachlz o, as
well as the colleoting of Zptelll ener Gformation, Flaslilr, sueh aotivithoe
provide a restrve of wll-vredeoed semaer 8ol eleetromdcs ~sermtors £ fatyw
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